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CIA deals |
Says nothing illegal |
‘is found in payments -
io foreign leaders

" By CARL P.LEUBSDORF
Weshingion Bureau of The Sun

.- Washington — President Carter said

gal or improper” in reported secret Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency payments of mil-
lions of dollars to foreign leaders.

~Making his first public statemert on i
the reported agency payments at a pation~ :
ally televised news conference, Mr. Carter
repeated his campaign vows to d1§close :
publicly improprieties and illegalities in
intelligence operations. .-

At the same time, he indicated he takes !

a fairly broad view of what is proper and *

as the reported one of millions of dollars .
over 20 years to King Hussein of Jordan,

And he-made it quite clear that, like
past presidents, he believes that secrecy is -
essential in protecting the nation’s intel--
ligence operations. - -~ - - Lot

- .“It can b2 extremely damaging to our

- relationship with other nations, to the po-

teatial security of our country even in

- peacetime, for these kinds of operations,

which are legitimate and proper, to be re-.
vealed,” Mr, Carter said. The Prsiden_t
said he plans to adhere to the policy, basti-
ly invoked last week after the reports of

- Central Intelligence Agency payments to —
- King Hussein, of refusing to comment op-- -
~ any specific intelligence agency activity.

"And, in effect, he-said the American - -

— p+ople will have to depend on him for as-

surance that intelligence operations meet
the nation’s standards and attitudes.

He said that Adm. Stansfield Turner,
who won unanimous approval by the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee yesterday
as the new Central Intelligence Agency
director, “will try to be sure that every-
thing we do is not only proper and legal
but also compatible with the attitudes of

the American people.” :

. c2l questicning that reflected the repeated

BALTIMORE SUN
24 February 1977

“In laying out his views on one of the °
touchiest areas in which a Prezident has to
deal, Mr. Carter encountered some skaoti-

controversies that have surrounded the in-
telligence agency inrecent years.

President Nizon repeatedly cited “na-

- tional security” as he involved the agency

in a broad range of questionable activities,
including the Watergate scandal and do--
mestic surveillance, that led to last year’s
congressional probe into the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. " i - .- -

he said was the view of the independent
Intelligence Oversight Board established
by President Ford about the propriety of

- Central Intelligencey Agency operations.

But he said he has talked to Senator Dan-
iel K. Inouye (D., Hawaii), chairrsan of
the 3enate Intelligence Committee, =nd

added, “I think that he would also confiria )

that the impropriety or illegality does not
exist on any ongoing CIA operation.”

It was not immediately clear why he
used the qualifying word “ongoing” after

* legal, including apparently payments such- - -

_ might decide to make changes in things-

“per and altogether illegal,” hesaid. . -

- Beyond that, he said, *“I am also assum- . -

ing on a continuing basis a direct personal
responsibility for the operation of all the

. intelligence agencies in our government to

make sure that they are

meeting these .
standards.” = B R vy ot

. have had access to-intellizence informa-

. alleged payments, cziling some “quite er-

e T -, wrongdoing by intelligence a encies, he .
-Mr. Carter conceded that he was mak- . v ? g
ing a “value judgment” in ratifying what :
" actions and take the blams, .

- Mr. Carter’s news conference that the - @
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earlier saying he bad found no illegality or
impropriety in any CIA operation.

The President said he was “quite con-
cerned” about the number of people who

tion, a number ke said he-is trying to re-
duce. And he appeared to be plainly an-
noyad at some of the news reports oo the

-roneous,” while saying oihers had “some .

degree of accuracy.” . . . _ .. I~
During the presidential campaign, Mr.

Cartor had pledged that, in the event of

would immediately go before the public to . 3
lay out the errors, the proposed corrective - 3

A top White House aide explained after~ :

President was referring in his pledge to

admit to any mistake made by his admin-

istration, not mistakes by prior adminis-

trations. - . .
“If somebody elsa, exercising their best

judgement which he later finds was in

part or in total not what ought to be done,

it is our opinion that we're not commited

- - . to stand up and hold that decision to' :

public eriticism,” the aide said. ... .~ .
And he noted that when “your ex- - ;:

Fressed intent or even your heart-falt de- o .

sire runs kead on into what'is in the best - i~ -

interests of the natiom, your interest .

yields.” . - N A '
The aide also appearéd to indicate that  © -

Mr. Carter f2lt the payments to King Hus-

sein were proper, though he reportedly

hascut themoff. - 4.0,
“Not speaking of any specific case,yon -

v

tha_t you'renot in a position to make a val-,
ue juégment on that it is altogether impro-




